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Introduction:-
As I walk pass the

the crowds of senior students, I heard many of

*hem complaining about the freshmen orientation. Many said that  the
orientation was so.dull and " no fun at all ". To them it was simply

a failure.

Why are the senior students so frustrated?

In order to find out thetruth of the matter we must analyse the

phenomena happening during the Orientation. Some seniors

insisted that

ragging is good for the mew students as it will make them "less cocky".
They claimed that they were themselvés ragged and they "enjoyed it very
much". As far as this "theory of rzgging" is concerned, there is no need
for any reputation as it is unacceptable to most peeple. Other senior
students are smarter, they understand that the "thepty of ragging "

cannot hold and they will never use the word "ragging". They claim that

they wishes to have "friendly interactions" but were“brutally stopped"
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An ExtraeOrdin
(Wednesday) at

STOP PRESS 1/

Her [Spi= CepidARY GEMERAL [
ary General Meeting will be held on 16th June 1976
1.30pm. The venue is at A.R.C. M.L.T.

To consider a vote of non-confidence on the 16th Students'

The ExtraeOrdinary General keeting is one of the most important
meetings of the Students' Union. During this meeting important
decisions shall be made and the decisions made will be binding to
All union members,

On 16/6/76 all lectures will end
the E.0.G.M. will have to brins t

before 1.00 pm and members attending
heir own Union Constitution.

16th Students' Council,

S.P.S.U.
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contd. from pg. 1.
by the F.0.C. personnels. They have not been allowed to participate In
the class sessions and were also banned from programmes like film
and slide shows. Some claimed that the new students have no respect:at
all for the seniors.
WHAT ARE THE FACTS
IN FACT IT IS A POLICY OF TdAE F.0.C. TO ENCOUsAGE rRIENDLY INI'ExaCTIONS
BETWEEN THE NEwWCOMMERS AND THAE SENIOxS. The F.0.C. has laid down a
policy which enable senior 'students into the class sessions with the
eonditions that they must enter the class within half an hour after
the commencement of the programmes and also hand their Adm. Cards to
the C.G.L.
However on the 1lst day such regulations were not ohserved and some
students even torn down the posters put up by the Freshmem Orientation
Committee. Inspite of this, on Wednesday the G.Ls. allowed senior
students into the classes after they had submitted their admission
cards. In some classes, the situation was initially quite 0.K. However
in the latter vart certain senior students went into some of the clesses
and created disturbances and they upsetted the whole session.
“hen r~sked for their opinions, the new students unanimously wanted
those senior students to be out of the class. Even then, the seniors
were not allowed into the class only when G.ls., found it almost
impossible to continue the programmes smoothly. Regarding the
allevation that they were "brutally stopped" from "friendly interactions
it must be pointed out that only a category of students were "brutally
stopped" while many others were allowed to continue their interaction
with the new comers. WHY S.0ULD TuE ¥.0.C. PuKSUNKELS SRULALLY S1OP
TrdByi FROM FRIERDLY INPERACTION? The whole picture can be made clear by
using some new students' words:"If they want friendly interactions then
why should twenty or more senior students crowd around one or two of us
and ask stupid questions?"
Throughout the whole Orientation there were no peace. In the mist of all
these "friendly interaction" a new students hand was burned by a
cizarette butt, another ene receive a knock on his head and one girl
was even sgen sobbin? after having one of those "friendly interaction".
This picture is now crystal clear.
There is no doubt that there are rooms for improvement but this F.u.C.
can pever be considered a failure. in the pas® the new students were
often inert and treated their Group Leaders like lecturecrs but this
year the new comers spoke up and question the group leaders, the senior
students and even Mr. Teh Yap Cheng, the acting Registrar. In the
previous years, few new students - ‘would ever dared to tread into our
Union House but this year you can find them all over the Union iouse
preparine the SP3U Show, plannins the hike, helping to fixed up the
folder and cover, printing, typinz and some of them even help the
Committee to register their fellow new students.
Let us not be idealistie but rather compare this year®s orientation with
the previous years'. Lets examine the facts clearly and ask ourselves
sincerely,
"Can this Orientation “e Called a failure?"
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SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS' UNION

It has been a trying period here in the Union for the past few years as more

and more repressive measures had been taken agaimat our only autonomous Union,
The Nature of SPSU

n the past, the role of SPSU was not clear. Students were indulged in the paper
chase and could not identify themselves as an integral part of the society.
RAwakendteby a series of social issues(in 1974) Bangladosh flood relief campaign,
Tasek Utera, Anti bus fare hike campaign. SPSU has since began to realise her
role she has to play in our society, having seen the irrationality of the system
and realisad the lack of a chazmnel for the people to voice theit aspirations,
Subsequently, her activities now organised are mainly stressed on mass
participation from students and to break away from the ivory towers which she

hed laomy beem tlom fdunmd: doivd qusthers o thbse attiempitids, play her role effectively
did not escape the suppressive nature of the authoritises,

Attompts to kill the_ Union

Union fees werc not collocted together with the tuition fees -« an act of
violating our constitution, This has farced the Union to slash down her activitie
ics drastically, and it was only the initial stage. FMlore recent acts were the
arrest and sven the removal of ber leaders, the robbing of our Union House in Nep
campus and thc uncooperative attitude of Admin,,~=all served to instil fear in
the students and discourage the growth.of the Union.

Fellow friends, We will not pibe in to these ropressive acts;In fact they only
cnable us to see more clearly tho nature of the systém,

To lighten our financial burden, the Union is now organising fund raising film
shows but more importaht, we hkgpe to play our part to promote a healthy culture
by providing wmmre healthy film shows in our énvironment and also that through
this project the communication grp between the Union, the public and the students
nay be more mutually bridged,

SACCO AND_VANZETTI- FILM INTRODUCTICN

This film is about the undemocratic and prejudice trial of two Italian male
immigtants, Sacco and Vanzetti., This trialttook place in the United States of
Americay; a country which boasts about her huumocratic ways.

On tho Sth April 1910 at South Braintree in a small town in Massachussets, there
was a case of violent robbery., The fagllowing May S5th, the police arrested two
Italian male immigtants namely, Nichlo Saqco, a shoemaker and:Vemaditlgua fish
sgller, From this momont the film @nfolds to the audience a macabre episode where
two innocent men were sentenced to the slectric chair for a crime which they did
not commit,

The film brings out the twwe face of bougeoise America. The Uy,S.A. is respected
to bec the leader of thc so~called free world and further boasts about her demo=
cratic institutions, especially the court which claims to judge all men equally
without any prejudice.

Howetier, the ugly side of this " most democratic country in the world" is
unsesurvedly exposed in the film. The defence council produced 99 witnesses
during the teial amongst whom an official of the Italian consulate in New York,
But the public prosecutor destroyed all the witnesscss, Futher the defence had

proven bcyond doubt thec innocence of the two accused., There was not sufficient
proof to show that they were quilty but the jury without hesitation pronounced
them both gquilty,

Further investigations by the defence revealed that the state machinery uwzs

used to removs all ovidence which pointed to Sacco's and Vanzetti's innocence.

Both of them were not guilty but were victimed duc to their beliefs.(They werc
radical labout unionists)

fleanwhile thc cese was stirring up strong disatisfactiens fraom the public

agninst the facist in America.

Attempts wore mado to bring the case bcfore the Supreme Court but they were all

in vain, Vanzetti was prepered to serve lifo sentence instead of facing the

clectric chair but the Governor whose career was more important to him, turned

Vanzetti's formal request.

All the petitioning and demostrations only served to prolong the execution which

gave both the 'condemn men' some hope, The tension in thom built up and this

increased their torment. Sacco's nerve geve in and he was taken to a criminal

asylum for some time,

Finally,at midnight August 23r¢ 9917, Sacco and Vcnzetti were sent to the

clectric chair and died a dignifiocd death,




SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC STUDENTS' UNICN

Dear fellow students, ‘

On the morming of II/I2/74 at 4.45 am, abouc 20
immpgration officcrs and plainclothesmen raided our Union
H~ouse in Prince Edward, They forcefully opened tne front gote
that was locked, They immedi~tely made =n unwarranted search
in the Se¢retariat, Society Rodom and the Conference Room, Their
behaviour was most gangster-like and aggressive, They high-
handedly demanded for the I.C.s of th. studenks present. They
claim d that this r-id we=s Jjust a ‘routine check'. There was no
warrant at all and ncne of *the.officers would identify himself
when requested to do sc.

On the same morning, pdlice-men ani plainclothesmen invaded
the USSU Unicn House and took away five student leaders,
They are, I) Juliet Chin, Hou.Gen. Sec, of USSU
2) Bong Hon Min, Vice-President of USSU
3, Chia Yong Tai,
43 Chuah Cheng Lai
5) Choo Foo Yong
About 4C students were present at the time of the roid. Ihe
officers refused tc identify themselves_and did not allow students
to make or receive eny telephcne call. The officers told these 5
students that as from tocey (11th December 1974), their student
passes had Teen cancelled an- that they would be dsportud in the
morning. The officers said that students were to be tzken to the
Immigration Department in South Quay.

‘ At 1.00 p.m, a group of 70 students gathered at The
Immigration Deport ?thé-gate'Was closed } to inquire and cXpress
concern over the arrest of 5 student leaders who wsre deported.
Getting no information, students returned tc Polytechnic

Chnteen (PEC) and a small rally wes held there,

At 3.00 pm., Mr. Ager came to the relly. He w  asked to
clarify on why the Department Heads were ordered to go around
checking on the ~ttendence of stuilédnts in each class 2nd the
extra ordinary tight security at ARC. He walkid off ~wdthout
any regard for the several students hoping t5 hear from Alm

ADMIN'S ACTIONS

Accomplished by Depzrtment Heads, Vy. Agzer, our beloved
Principal went roun< perscnally to emch class to check on ihe
attendence of students. This is history in thée making Mr,

Ager wants to make surs that we indulge in nothinz elss but
agademic studies, Studsnts who skipped lectures this weel will
be directe to the Head of Departments. A tight security wes
also imposed at ARC with no given reason 2ot 211, students
entering the premises had tec orcduce their A®™m cards Why

is there such = drastic attendence record policy «nd checking of
Adm. card? Coulcd it be related o the recent student astivities
cdeveloping on the morning of II/12/74 when the court hearing
for USSU Presidsnt, Mr. Tan Wah Piow was to commence, and

the pre-down raids at the twe Union Houses? Mr. Agzer had

said that he was never pressurized in any way i¢ taxe guch ,
unprecedented ccticns which means that he is sosely responsible
for all thcse decisions made. Mr. Ager thercfcre owestus

an explaenation why those policies were implemsnted. T% was
indead sad that qur Principal have ignored our requess wad

.



subsequent Jenanl thazt he oxplzin to The stulents,

Recently SP3U ancd US3U have been socizlly orientatod,
Trese two stulent Unisns, the only tws effective organisations
that still have the meagre freedom %to ciampion the cause ¢f
the common people, are working clcsely haidd ir hend, It is
at this timely stage thnt when workers-students solilarity
is fast mamifestinz thot the authorities came up with an intensive
repression progr~ m - several student lsacders have already
been harrassed and even arrested, Our Ministers hove 2lso
in the recent weeks indicatel th-t students are a2 tkreat %o
society and must be put intc the richt placs.

We viewed these arrests 2nd derortation of stulents
lesders by the authorities concer ned anc the all unethical
exercise of impesing stringsnt attendence mecsurss hy the
Ldministastion as a2 suppression of student movenents. All
‘these were :i~d at retarding and eventually crippiing our

progress,

We. call on a2lX studasnts to stend up ia this critical
moment, to demcnstrate cur firm sclidarity ow attending the
trial of Tan Wah Piow ,nd the two workers, Ng Warh Linzg snd
Yap Kkim Fong, We alsc urze all members to attend the rallies
to be held today r~nd every ~ther day. There will be 2 mass
ralyy held at ARC canteen at I1.0Cem sharp, Transpcert is
provided fecr students at PEC, leaving 2t I0,30 am. Prior to
that, the Studertts! Council will 2rrange for a meetinz with
the Principal to scek for clarificaticn of the Admin's actions.

JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND DEMOCRACY NOW



SINGAPORE POLYTECHNIC CHINESE LANGULAGE SCCIETY OPEN LETTER

In a statement issued By the Ministry of Home Affairs on the 6th Sept.
1976, it was alleged that -the Singapore Polytechnic Chinese Language
Society (SPCLS) has been infiltrated by a Communist underground satellitve
organisation, and in the 'confession' appearing on T.V. the following day,
two former ."0f the SPCLS mentioned something about the activities
of the SPCIS. What had been mentioned or said in the statement and the T.V.
interview about the SPCLS were far from being factual and were of utmost
misleading. As such, we would like to bring out the following:

(12 that the SPCLS 1is one of the registered student bodies in the Singapore
Polytechnic. For the past 10 years, through the hardwork and support of her
fellow members, she has made great achievements. Her membership increases
many times, and ‘her activities become more diversified. Cultural,
recreational and academic activities are among those that receive
overwhelming response from the student mass.

(2) In the pericd between '71 to '74, we had successfully staged four
variety concerts, either at the National Theatre or at the Victoria Theatre.
Among these, there was one that was staged to raise fund for the Chung Hwa
Free Clinic. During this period, the flooding filthy and unhealthy culture
had plaogued the morale of our youngsters. Why do these culture poisons
exist unchecked? Under the guidance of the Society's objective tc promote
healthy cultural activities, we stepped forward to organise these cultural
activities. The overwhelming support from the members and public encourage
us to advance along this course. The early sold-out of tickets and piles

of letters of comments and encouragement we received after the concerts
expressed one, fact that what we are doing are absolutely meaningful and we
have the support of the public at large.’

(3) The SPCLS has published a bi-monthly magazine 'The Modern Trend' in the
end of 1970, and had continued doing so-'for 6 successive issues. This year,
starting from March, we "are publishing a new magazine 'Radiance'. Both of
these magazine ainr to promote analytical reading attitude for readers.
These publication& are of special significance in view of the flooding
reading materials that advocate unhealthy culture in the market, deteriorat-
ing the minds of our younger generabion. 'Radiance' has its emphasis on
local student affairs, world current affairs and articles on the: people
frcim 811 walks of life. The overwhelming support from the readers proves
that 'Radiance' ig a worthy magazine. The circulation of 'Radiance' for

instances, has reached a record of 10,000 copies per issue. Isn't this a
solid proof of what we have done and are doing are to the interest of the
public?

4) SPCLS use to organise holiday camps during the Polytechnic Vacation.
In these camps,. the participants are encouraged to cultivate the good
qualities of mutual understanding, to care for and help one another. The
activities also aim to create a sense of responsibility towards scciety,
to build up the spirit of collective living.These activities are also
helpful in providing a more lively and diversified Poly life. Aren't these
activities too are advocate by our Adminstration and our Kinisters?
According to the statement of ‘the Ministry, it seems to mean that the
slides we had screened, which revealed the life of the workers, were anti-
government. During the long vacations, our members had visited factories
and workers to find out for ourselves the plight of the workers. Our
findings were what we saw and heard. We just cannot say otherwise or it
would mean distortion of facts. How does this so-called 'anti-government'
arise? Besides, the Soclety also encourages her members to help each other
in studies, members' welfare etce ,

In short, in the course of her development, the Society receives no
expertise help whatsoever. We rely on our own effort, we rely on our own
determination to strive for the welfare of the members, to contribute
our bits to the well being of the people.

We were utmost shocked that the painstoking effort of the students,
and the achievements through such effort are being venomously distorted.
We like to point out the following:

(1) In the 6th September statement of the Ministry of Home Affairs, Wong
Sang Hwee was said to be a former ex-co of the SPCLS. This is a blatant
lie., Wong was only o member of the Dramz group of the Society and had left
the group since the middle of 1975. He had never been elected into the
ex-co of the Society nor was he ever the group leader of the drama group.



In faet, efR3ince he had Teft the group, he Lad ceesed 9 be a member of
he Socigty. The SPOLS s = registered Society, submitting the lists of the
namds -of her-ex—Co.oembexs to the Registrarof Societies every year. The
negistrar 02 Societies.is umler the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Hore
Lffairs,. Toks very evilence thot & trivisl fach was.zlst-teing -distorted
leats us to be-higily suspicious of-the gemuiness-of the siztement. By
povraying-shat Wong-was on cfficial of the.Society is to try-to-mislead the
public. to-believe trat-SPULL hes lovg being Tinfiltratedt,

{2) In.the 7.V. imserview, Wongrevezied that .he. 'direcieqa’ Chis.Yei Yed-
(still.under-detextion since 28/7/75) toiry ic zain.contral.over the
Society's publicativi "Ii Iun®, -Gowevery focte-recein. as.facts... This
internal circulatior. "¥i.Zun" hse-ceased publicesion since -Jwmunary 1976..
Tris._ssory-of tgairigy control' Is =n cut and-ous.fabrigetion. Agein, we
cannot withkold.our doubis-zbout the "iraih" in the "confession™ .Besides,
the putlicaiian of ""¥adizncs) is-under ~the &irect-charge of the Publicakion
Secretory of the Sociesy., Lee-Roon Zuat was only the sx-Publication. Secred
ery onG hmd~ieft Poly after his grafugtion. To 2ey thet-Tee has.found. his_
wey to help in the-putlicatiog is & groundless aliegetion,

(?g “In-kis .'confesaions' that was pullished -on-8th S2p3., Wong ‘revealed?
that he bed-sucessfullygbsorbed into or culitiveied-for-the MNDYL e numbel
of the Socieigts-activesmenbers. This is agein.iotaliy-unconvineing..As
pointed out earlicr, ever siunce.he isft the Society; Womg had never appeaxrs
-again, Those. narced students, who -are s%ill.lefi untouched by the-police,
had never-had.any--contact with Wong -since thern.. Tnerefore,. -what-are these
'cultivetion', ‘sbsorpiion’? Thc.uliericr molive of such 'necingt of actie
megbers.of the SBceiety is obvwiously to.isclate-the.Society-in the. Poly
wechricy to bar the Ttulents from furither Isking psrs in the. Sheiety's
activities;, tous.hopirg that the-Soeisty would collopse by .herself. This
appeared to be 2 better way -to. .dissolve the.Society..

One poins o btaké note of is: the statement mensioned notaing ebout
Cnei .Ching, tae..detained ex-chairmen ol SPCLS, and meny of those'named"
atudants sre s45ill . "untouched” by the police. Does this imply that anothez
even.aore -vicious story is. yet to bo heard?

Froa ths succecessive repression on stwudent activitiés and the series
Af- 2.V, confessior in ths pasd, we asre-nct ai all suraprised by this currer:
confessiosn. In-fact, . we envisage- - this a2 only-2 .start in the series of
repressive measures to be taken against-Poly students, We are dexdermined
e ecarcy on.whet we ars doing, hecause we kmow thet what we hdve. Cone are
neanipgful and corrcet and we will strive for frémter success.

Ve urge the authoridied o conduct ~pen trials or-else the devzine:
be released uvnconditiosnally. We cull upon 21l jusi-loving people to ©e
ooncerned. over this natter and nelp to reveal the truth o - the othersit
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